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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /031 W 

081591 

R 130940Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8054 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 

SECRET VIENTIANE 2052 

EXDIS 

DEPT PASS SECDEF, CINCPAC, USSAG NKP 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MCAP, LA 

SUBJECT: REDUCTION OF LAOS ARMED FORCES AND INTEGRATION OF 
IRREGULARS 

REF: VIENTIANE 1500 

1. 1 EXPRESSED TO PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA ON FEBRUARY 25 
MY SERIOUS CONCERN REGARDING THE SLOWNESS WITH WHICH FAR WAS 
REDUCING ITS STRENGTH AND I DREW HIS ATTENTION TO THE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT THE FAR GENERALS WOULD STALL ON THIS MATTER UNTIL THE END 
OF THE FISCAL YEAR (VIENTIANE 1500). 

2. 1 RAISED THIS PROBLEM AGAIN WITH THE PRIME MINISTER THIS 
MORNING AND HE ASSURED ME THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED IT WITH GENERAL 
BOUNPONE AND HAD GIVEN FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS THAT A PHASED 
REDUCTION OF FAR BE CARRIED OUT. (COMMENT: I VERY MUCH DOUBT THAT 
THIS INTERVENTION BY THE PRIME MINISTER WILL HAVE ANY 
PARTICULAR EFFECT AS GENERAL BOUNPONE IS WELL AWARE OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS PROBLEM AND HAS SO FAR BEEN INCAPABLE OF 
RESOLVING IT. I AM CURRENTLY WAITING FOR THE RETURNS TO COME IN 
ON THE END OF FEBRUARY REDUCTIONS AND WILL SUGGEST TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER THAT HE EXPRESS HIS CONCERN TO A WIDER GROUP.) 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 VIENTI 02052 131159Z 

3. IN THE COURSE OF THE FOREGOING CONVERSATION, I MENTIONED TO 
THE PRIME MINISTER MY CONCERN AT THE RECALCITRANCE BEING SHOWN 
BY GENERAL VANG PAO IN INTEGRATING HIS FORCES INTO FAR. I 
EXPLAINED VERY BRIEFLY TO THE PRIME MINISTER THE CURIOUS RANK 
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STRUCTURE WHICH HAS GROWN UP IN MR II, COMMENTING THAT THIS WAS 
OBVIOUSLY A SITUATION WHICH VANG PAO HAD TO CORRECT BEFORE ANY 
INTERGRATION WAS POSSIBLE. I STRESSED TO THE PRIME MINISTER THE 
NECESSITY OF ACHIEVING PROMPT INTEGRATION OF THE IRREGULARS IN 
ORDER TO AVOID PATHET LAO ACCUSATIONS THAT THE LIF CONTINUED TO 
EXIST. I DREW ATTENTION TO ARTICLE 17 OF THE SEPTEMBER 14 LAOS 
PROTOCOL WHICH DIRECTS SPECIFICALLY THAT "SPECIAL FORCES" BE 
DISBANDED AND THEIR "BASES AND INSTALLATIONS" BE DESTROYED 
WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME ESTABLISHED BY THE JOINT 
COMMISSION. 

4. THE PRIME MINISTER UNDERSTOOD VERY CLEARLY THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF THE FAILURE TO ACHIEVE PROMPT INTEGRATION OF VANG PAO'S FORCES 
AND SAID HE HAD NOT SEEN VANG PAO IN SOME TIME. HE WOULD SUMMON 
HIM SHORTLY AND HAVE A TALK WITH HIM ABOUT THIS QUESTION. 
WHITEHOUSE 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED SECDEF, CINCPAC. USSAG NKP. 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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